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DR CARMEN LAWRENCE — PREMIERSHIP — THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [12.15 pm]: I rise to recognise that on 
this day 30 years ago, Dr Carmen Lawrence became Premier of Western Australia, making her the first woman 
to hold this office in any Australian state. Impressively, she was both the Premier and Treasurer for much of 
her term. I think everyone here recognises that she has been a pioneer for women both in Western Australia and 
across the country. Dr Carmen Lawrence was the first Western Australian woman to be a minister in both the 
state and federal Parliaments and, jointly with Judyth Watson, the first woman with a PhD to be elected to the 
WA Parliament. 

Carmen has always been a passionate advocate for women and vulnerable people in our community. I have 
the great privilege of currently holding the portfolio of women’s interests. She is also a founding member of 
the Women’s Electoral Lobby, and she fought to remove the barriers that women face when they run for 
office and the way in which the parliamentary processes benefits male members. Carmen later entered into 
federal politics and represented the electorate of Fremantle. She used her first speech in the House of 
Representatives to reflect on the centenary of Australian women being eligible to vote and how difficult 
change had been. It is fitting that 2020 is the centenary of Western Australian women being able to run for 
Parliament, and as we look around this chamber we can see that there is still a lot of work to do. As I reflect 
on the impressive achievements of Carmen today, I am proud that the McGowan government is continuing 
the tradition of her advocacy for women in Western Australia. This is evident in the commitments and actions 
of our government, and through the representation of women on this side of the chamber. Her advocacy work 
continues as president of the Conservation Council of Western Australia. I congratulate Dr Carmen Lawrence 
on her continuing achievements and acknowledge the thirtieth anniversary of our first female Premier. 
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